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This ia what wa most urgent while the cities were still aflame, 
grexfo nu x headli n i n g Hoover. To assure it all under him in the FBI were willing to 
run some riak. As explained to DeLoach, which really means to Hoover through him, it 
ia”We have checked with Birmingham and we have no as urance we could keep a compliant 
filed there a secret. “ Keepln it secret meant only long enough to have the filing 
reported back to Washington so the prepared release could be distributed. The reason 
they f ared a leak in Birmingham is because “the U.JS. Attorney is presently in Houston.” 
The FBI that was not careful sites when its filed bulges with threats again King* a life 
was careful over losing a headline for hoover. Headquarters had the Birmingham office 
investigate in advance. This is how it learned that the trusted United States Attorney 
was in Texas. 

In Birmingham it faced a other possible catas trophy* It would have to file the 
complaint with the United States Commissi oner , also duly investigated. The sexism of 
what followed is not in the "task force” report* ate "The U.S. Connie sioner is a woman 
who doeo not have too firm a grasp on her operation. " 

Foi the FBI this was kind, especially so considering that the "operation” was no 
more than a rubber stamp. 

They decided to risk "a woman who does not have too firm a grasp chi her operation” 
in preference to a U nited StateB Attorney who might tell the press f which he should have 
dons. 

What in fact tho FBI pianned with maximum fanfare - only in Hoover's name. 

The memos do* not say, as the "task force” also did not say, that there was another 
and for the FBI a very real problem if it let the Department of Justcie do the proper 
business of the Department of Justice and file criminal charges. If a conspiracy charge 
had been filed in Memphis there could not have been a Memphis State prosecution predicated 
upon the certaity certainty that there had been no conspiracy. 

There was a reward for all Dover’s underlings in this manipulation of the filing 
of criminal charges and the control over subsequent events from that manipulation. 

There arc six sets of initials appended to the second memo. Most important is 
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